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increases in secondary education, in the education of girls,
and in the number of pupils attending government or
government-aided schools, rather than any noteworthy
increase in the total number of children attending schools
of all kinds. These and other points will be discussed below
on the basis, not only of Lord Hailey's figures, but also in
the light of information given in colonial departmental
reports for subsequent years.
The figures given in the table clearly show that in 1936
provision for the education of Africans in British colonies
was severely limited, both in quantity and quality. That is
still true to-day. Even the latest figures, where they are
available, fall far "short of minimum requirements. If we
accept as the minimum aim six years' efficient primary
education for every child,1 together with secondary educa-
tion to school certificate standard for one child in ten, this
would mean that probably some 12-5 per cent of the total
population would be in primary schools and a further i -25
per cent in secondary schools at any one time. If these
figures are worked out and compared with the actual enrol-
ments in government and government-aided schools the
contrast is most marked:
AFRICAN EDUCATION, 1943
(The 'actual' figures are based on data given in the annual
reports of colonial departments of education for 1943.)
Primary                             Secondary
Ideal           Actual             Ideal       Actual
Tanganyika            650,000       48,000         65,000         823
Uganda                 450,000       73j279         45,000      1,907
N.Rhodesia           170,000       93,505         17,000          52
Nyasaland              200,000       61,251         40,000          46
Nigeria                2,400,000      85,ooo2       240,000       (not
(1942)                        avail-
Gold Coast            400,000      60,000*        40,000      able)
1 It is very doubtful whether even this can be accepted as a prac^
ticable minimum if it is intended to implement it during the next
thirty or forty years. See p. 74 for the situation in Uganda, which is in